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The C & O Canal

Geography and History in our own backyard
Williamsport, Marylandt 0 KS S| NX & mc
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Where Is the C & O Canal?

ThePotomac Riveforms the boundary
between Maryland and West Virginia,
and then Maryland and Virginia.

Can you locate those state boundarie

Pennsylvania

TheC and O Canavas builtalongside ONG River
the Potomac River Cumberland

*
P y Maryland
ot g 1a

The canal began at the mouth_of the
Chesapeake Bayear Georgetown
which is part oWashington, DC

shington, DC
N

{tfanf i

Virginia Chesapeake Bay (evan

The canal ended iGumberland
Maryland (*.)

The original plan was to build the can
all the way to theOhio Rivelin
Pennsylvania so that boats could trav S —
to the West, but that never happened. s
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Now you know why the canal was
namedCfor the Chesapeake Bay afd
for the Ohio River!
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ThePotomac Riveforms the boundary
between Maryland and West Virginia,
and then Maryland and Virginia.

Can you locate those state boundarie
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Chesapeake Bayear Georgetown
which is part oWashington, DC
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The original plan was to build the can
all the way to theOhio Rivelin
Pennsylvania so that boats could trav
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Now you know why the canal was
namedCfor the Chesapeake Bay afd
for the Ohio River!




Lucky Us!

Now that you know where the
C and O Canal is located, notice the
smiley face.

Pennsylvania

It showsWashington County, Ohio River
Maryland, our home! cumeraD)
Maryland
We live right in the middle of what West Virginia
some people call 184 %2 miles of Washington, e (el
adventure! Y Ocean
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stretches for 184 %2 miles from
Georgetown to Cumberland.

We can easily visit many areas along i+
the canal, and learn about what life ey
was like when the boats traveled -
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So what exactlysa canal?

Mule walking on the towpath towing the boat

X
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Potomac River

A canal is aartificial In a canal, a boat can travel in
(manmade)waterway for either direction, something they
shipping, for irrigation, orfor & NI | A yEte OF yQi
recreational use. NJA S NB X



especially at some places where the
Potomac River Is rather rocky!






The Race Between the C & O Canal and the B & O Railroad

President John Quincy Adams broke ground for the
C and O Canal 828

It took 22 years to build the canal as far as Cumberland

By then, the cost and hard work

made it too hard to continue. :
The B & OWas

== More important, a better form Railroad!
of transportation made it possibl 578 )
to move goods to the West: ==l |

Construction of thé8 and O Railroad was also started in 1828.

B stands for Baltimore. Can you guess whatands for?

Use the timeline below to notice which form of transportation
reached Cumberland first, and how the B & O won the race.

C & O Construction Started B & O C&O Canal B&O B&O B&O C & O Canal
Reached Reached Reached Reached Reached Closed
B & O Construction Started Cumberland Cumberland Ohio River Missouri Chicago
1828 1842 1850 1853 1857 1874 1924

Civil War
1861- 1865
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Their trip from Cumberland to Georgetown begins on Monday, June 7, 1876.
How long ago was that?
2 dzQ @ K 139 gedrs agal
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Read thdntroduction2 y LI 3S wm G2 € SIFNY |Fo2dzi @K
and about the interesting name they have for their boat!



Monday, June 7, 1876

Leaving Cumberland

Use your map to chart
0§KS hQ[ SI NE
writing in the stops
along the way.

Mark the first spot near
the 180 mile marker as
Cumberland

¢CKS Fl YAf@&C
them 8 days.

Since the trip is 184 1/
miles, about how many
miles will they travel in
one day?

Are you tired yet?
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What do you learn about Michael and the
life he has led growing up on the C and O Can:

How does Michael seem to feel about his
responsibilities?

How do you think you would like life on the can
oFaSR 2y aAOKI St Qa =22



A mule is a hybrid animal, a
mix of a female horse and a
male donkey.Remember,
"M" for mom, "M" for mare
and "D" for dad, "D" for
donkey. Switching the
parents will produce a
hinny.

Most mules on the C&O

Canal weighed about 1000
pounds, stood about 15
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equals four inches) at the

point where the neck meets

its body and cost about $125
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Mules had both a longer life span and a

" . longer work life than horses and could

el - pull a canal boat for up to twenty years if
- they were taken care of.



| enjoyed being with the mules. | had a lot of fun with the mules. A mule is intelligent. He ha
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right.”
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The Chesapeake and Ohio Canal maintains a
stable of six to eightnules for its interpretive
canal boat operations. The mules argraat W\
favorite of park visitors.
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http://www.nps.gov/choh/planyourvisit/meetthemules.htm




